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Rev. Scott MacDonald, Pastor  



 

Looking to Christ!  

 

ñTherefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,  

let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely,  

 and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,  

looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith.ò Hebrews 12:1 

 

Advent is now upon us.  Advent has to do with ñcomingò as we celebrate the 

coming not only of a holiday,  but of Jesus Christ to our world and to our lives!  

During December we will have Wednesday evening Advent services to keep us 

focused on Christ during this often chaotic season.  We meet at 7 pm on 

Wednesdays, throughout the month.   

 

We will celebrate Christmas together in both our Christmas Eve services at 7 pm 

and also at 11 pm.  Both services will offer a special childrenôs message and will 

offer candlelight and communion.  As Christmas Day is a Sunday this year we will have morn-

ing worship but only at 10 am.  There will be no Sunday School on Christmas Day.  

  

During this season of our year and throughout every season of our lives letôs keep focused on 

what really matters: in times of chaos he is still the Christ!  Letôs look to Christ and celebrate 

his coming to us as the greatest thing this side of heaven!  

 

        Pastor  

SPECIAL EVENTS IN OCTOBER  

LADIESô AUXILIARY EMPHASIS 

 

 5 ïAuxiliary Christmas Dinner, 6:30 pm     21 ðFirst Day of Winter     

10ðSunday School Rehearsal (10 -noon)     24 ðChristmas Eve Services, 7 & 11 pm  

18ðSunday School Christmas Program    25ðChristmas Day Service 10 am  

       1:30 pm        31ðNew Yearôs Eve 

 

PLANNING COUNCIL MINUTES OF 14 NOVEMBER 2011  

  Condensed from Jan Perezôs Minutes 

 

¶ Company inspected for dampness inside of Sunday School area near Odenton 

Rd. Final recommendation and price quote to be compiled for congregation.  

¶ 2012 proposed budget to be presented to voters.  

¶ Review of church constitution and by ïlaws was suggested.  

¶ Need Nominating Committee Chairman for May 2012 election.  

¶ Pastor and Mike Petersen to attend SED Convention, 31 May ð2 June .  

First 
Evangelical 

L utheran 

Church 

Fellowship 
Evangelism 

Love 

Community  

 
 
 

Volume 2011, Issue 10 
Web Page: www.FELCodenton.org 

E-mail:  churchoffice@felcodenton.org 
Submit articles to Gospeltality 

mailbox or  e-mail  
mchenrysnorth40@verizon.net 

Gospeltality is the 
monthly newsletter 
of First Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of 
Odenton, MD  

December 

2011 

Issue 

mailto:mchenrysnorth40@starpower.net?subject=newsletter article


3 

 

CHRISTMAS DINNER  

  By Jean McHenry  

 

For those of you who are attending the Auxiliary Christmas Dinner, please try 

to arrive by 6:30 pm.  From what I understand Golden Corral employees will 

take a head count and the auxiliary will write a check for the meal at that time.  

For those who have paid, please just announce to the cashier that you are with 

the First Lutheran group.  If you find you are able to come and did not sign up, 

pay the cashier and then ask to be seated with the First Lutheran Group.  For 

those who prepaid, a tip was included in your price.  

 

I believe when I asked for the address of Golden Corral in Glen Burnie that the 

woman gave me her home address.  Correct address is 6701 Chesapeake Center Drive in 

Glen Burnie.  Go to the junction of Rt. 2 (Ritchie Hwy.) and E. Ordnance Rd.  Turn east on 

Ordnance Rd.  Go through one stoplight and pass the next little shopping center on the 

right.  Turn right onto Chesapeake Center Drive (as if you were going back to the Walmart 

shopping center).  Take the next left into the parking lot of Golden Corral.  Now that 

youôve got the correct address you can also ñmapquestò the address. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM  

  By Dana Toon  

 

Please join us on Sunday, 12/18 for our Christmas program "Light A Can-

dle".  We'll have a lunch in the fellowship hall after the late service, followed 

by our program in the church building (approx. 1:30 pm).  Every family 

should bring a dessert to share, all else will be provided.  And a reminder 

for parents of Sunday school children: we will have a group practice (our only one) on Sat-

urday 12/10 from 10 -12 noon.  It's really important that all children attend this practice. 

Hope to see you at the program! We will collect canned food and a money offering for 

Christian Assistance Program (CAP)  

 

ALTAR FLOWERS  

  By Jean McHenry  

 

Placing flowers on the altar in December are:  

 

 4ðViia Erwin in memory of Olga Oja, grandmother  

25ðPoinsettia Donors (we thank all who purchased poinsettias for our Christ-

mas services.)  

 

The 2012 Altar Flower Chart is now posted on the bulletin board in the church entryway at 

the bottom of the sanctuary steps.  Flowers cost $25 per vase.  No more than two vases 

used each Sunday.  Please write your name and special occasion (if applicable) next to the 

desired date(s).  Place your flower donation in the church offering noting that it is for altar 

flowers.  You may use the special envelopes provided next to the chart.  Flowers may be 

picked up after the late service.  

 

BORN IN A BARN  

 

While growing up, if my sisters and I behaved rudely at the table, my mom would ask, 

ñWere you born in a barn?ò 

 

Too often, rude behavior isnôt restricted to meals.  Even adults behave badly toward oth-

ers, intentionally or unintentionally.  Our lack of consideration, good manners, and kind-


