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FROM THE PASTOR  

 

Ashes to ashesé 

ñFor dust you are, And to dust you shall return.ò Genesis 3:19 (NKJV) 

 

In this text from Genesis God says to Adam that he will work hard to eat and to live and 

that he will do this until the day he returns to the ground from which he was first cre-

ated. The word of God here shows us that Adam, Eve and all their descendants are dust, 

and to dust they shall all returné 

 

The season of Lent officially begins for us with our Ash Wednesday service at 7 PM on 

February 17th. During this season we reflect on the fact of our human frailty and sinful-

ness before a holy God as we face more seriously our own mortality, temptations and 

weaknesses.  

 

A part of the traditional liturgy for Ash Wednesday is the Imposition of 

Ashes.  Ashes are a symbol of the sinful soul.  By receiving ashes on our 

heads we acknowledge that we are sinners.  As we come forward in faith 

and repentance we are reminded of our fallen state that will one day pass 

away. It is a confession in act instead of in words. We will share the Lordôs 

Supper at our Ash Wednesday celebration as well. Following Ash Wednes-

day we will have brief Wednesday Lenten services at 7 PM continuing on 

through the Lenten season leading up to Easter. Please join us for these special services.  

 

As we begin Lent we again resolve to fight against sin and are strengthened and aided 

by the Lord who desires salvation for us in His Son, Jesus Christ. It is also a time when 

we must remember the good news that our Savior faced all temptations and conquered 

them! He forgives us as his children and is always with us in our trials, struggles and 

temptations! We know too that the Lord will call his own up from the ashes one day 

when he delivers eternal life to his people!  

 

SPECIAL DATES IN FEBRUARY  

FELLOWSHIP EMPHASIS MONTH  

 

 7ðBoy Scout Sunday/Auxiliary   16ðShrove Tuesday Pancake  

      Sub/Soup Sale/Baby Bottles          Supper, 5 -7 PM 

 14ðValentineôs Day    17ðAsh Wednesday Service 7 PM  

 15ï Presidentsô Day    20ðMenôs Breakfast, 8 AM 

      21ðFirst Sunday in Lent  
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PLANNING COUNCIL MINUTES OF 11 JANUARY 2010  

  Condensed from Jan Perezôs minutes 

 

¶ Thrivent Builds Homes fundraisers discussed.  Options are photo shoot, spaghetti 

dinner, free will offering and sub sandwich sale.  

¶ CAP to meet with council to explain its use of the building.  

¶ Checks required for settlement and building permit, inspection and surety fees.  

¶ Walk - thru with contractor held January 19  

¶ Nominating Committee to consist of Jean Mencik, Bev Hansberger and Jennifer 

Perry.  

¶ Votersô Assembly to approve appointment of Liz Meyer as Director of Pre-K and 

Diane Brunner as Teacherôs Assistant.  Viia Erwin will retire in May. 

 

SUPER SUB AND SOUP SALE  

  By Jean McHenry  

 

The Ladiesô Auxiliary is now taking orders for 8ò subs and quarts of soup 

for delivery on Super Bowl Sunday (7 February).   An order form is on the 

bulletin board to write your selections on.   The subs are freshly made Ital-

ian subs and are delicious.   Ask anyone who got one last year.   The soups 

available are chicken noodle, bean, hamburger and chili.   All soups are 

home made.   

 

Subs   -  $5.00 each  

Chicken Noodle, Bean and Hamburger Soup ð$7 each qt.  

Chili ð$8 each quart.  

 

All orders must be received by 31 January 2010.   Orders can be picked up from the 

church kitchen on Sunday, 7 February after early and late services.   We will make a 

few extra but to be sure you get your meal, please pre -order on the form.   Questions 

can be directed to Jean Mencik, 410 -672 -5859  

 

THINKING OF LENT  

 

Advent prepares us for Christôs birth; Lent prepares us for the glorious act of Christôs 

resurrection.  Churches have special services during the weeks of Lent, but itôs what 

each of us does regarding our spiritual life that makes Lent most meaningful.  

 

Lent is a good time to read, study and inwardly digest the four gospels.  (the word  

gospel  means ñgood news.ò)  

 

A college student decided to work his way through Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John for his Lenten devotional time.  Soon he was fascinated 

by the stories, such as the Pharisees and Sadducees trying to trap Je-

sus in debate.  The brilliant Jesus handled every occasion with wis-

dom, leaving the authorities dumbfounded.  

 

During his devotional time, the student was filled with laughter and 

amazement at the brilliant son of God, who was only in his 30s.  Get to know the good 

news, and youôll understand the young manôs amazement. 

 

PRESCHOOL SUBSTITUTES NEEDED  

  By Ursula Pinckney  

 

We are looking for individuals that would enjoy working with our children as substi-

tutes,  when needed.  You must be  at least a high school graduate.   A background check 
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and fingerprinting is required to be added to our substitute  list.   The pay 

is $40 per session.   If you are interested in helping us out please call the 

church at 410 -672 -3352.  

 

HIS PERSONAL MINISTRY  

 

A newspaper recently carried the story of a concerned layman who started a new kind 

of prayer ministry.  He set up a booth close to a fairly busy road.  He hung a sign that 

read ñNeed prayer?  Stop here.ò 

 

The man was surprised at the response.  He was kept busy praying.  After all, who 

doesnôt need prayer? 

 

What a blessing that a man with a thoughtful mind and a concerned spirit chose to 

minister to passers -by, who were humble enough to admit they needed prayer.  

 

As you may know our church also has a prayer ministry.  A special prayer 

line has been set up (prayerrequests@felcodenton.org) and our congrega-

tionôs requests are sent out daily to members who have internet access (and 

are on our e -mail list).  You may also request prayers through our church 

office, 410 -672 -3352.  Letôs take a few minutes to pray for each other when 

we receive these requests.  We all could do with a little prayer.  

 

CAP BLOOD DRIVE  

  By Jean McHenry  

   

Nichols -Bethel UMC located at 1239 Murray Rd. in Odenton is hosting a blood drive on  

Monday,  February 1, 2010  from 2:00 PM -  8:00 PM.  The Sponsor Code for this drive is 

2424.  If you have internet you may schedule your appointment at the site 

www.membersforlife/rccm/mobilesch/login.php?sponsorcode=2424.  Please show your 

support and schedule your donation today!  

 

ALL PARTICIPANTS WILL RECEIVE AN AMERICAN RED CROSS T -

SHIRT!!  

 

Can you do a ñDOUBLE?ò 

 

63% of all patient transfusions are red cell transfusions.  Help give 

hospitals what they need the most.  

 

 Double red cell donation technology will be at some of these drives 

and you can sign up for an appointment on the e -schedule.  

 

We are looking for Type O, A - , and B -  donors  

 

Learn more here: http://www.my - redcross.org/index.cfm?p=Double -Red-Cell  

 

For specific information regarding medication, surgery, traveling out of the country or 

anything that might affect your donor eligibility, please contact the American Red Cross 

at 1 -866 -236 -3276.  

 

 

 
Faith doesnõt get us out of trouble; faith gets us through it. 
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