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October 2011 Newsletter from:  
First Ev. Lutheran Church  

8397 Piney Orchard Parkway  
Odenton, MD 21113  

410-672-3352  
Rev. Scott MacDonald, Pastor  



Faith Matters!  

1 John 5:20  

"We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may 

know him who is true.  And we are in him who is true -- even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the  

true God and eternal life."  

 

Do you know that faith matters?  It does. In a day of broken homes, young runaways, and 

widespread cohabitation, many are disillusioned by broken promises and relationships that 

just didn't work.  People make mistakeséIs there anyone truly trustworthy? 

 

There is one!  He is the one who made us and the one who saves us!  I am speaking of that 

true relationship of faith with God made possible through Jesus Christ's death for sin.  He 

alone is the one perfectly trustworthy.  This is a matter of faith, and faith is what matters!  

 

ñFaith Mattersò is the name of a course we are offering on Monday nights in October.  This 

course will introduce new people among us and perhaps re - introduce our members to the ba-

sics of our Christian faith as understood in our Reformation heritage. We will meet at 7 pm on 

these Monday evenings in the fellowship hall.  All are welcome because, ñfaith matters!ò  

 

The relationship of faith he gives is about ñknowing himò as Savior as St. John 

says in the text above.  In a world of imperfect relations the Lord alone enables 

you to begin to forgive and learn to trust againéHe alone is the faithful, never 

changing God who establishes this relationship of faith with us and strengthens 

all earthly ones as well!  

 

        Pastor  

 

SPECIAL EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER  

STEWARDSHIP EMPHASIS MONTH  

 

 1ð Oktoberfest, 4 -7 pm       10ðColumbus Day Observance  

 8 ïBeagle Rescue Flea Market, 9 -2 pm      30ðReformation Sunday  

 

PLANNING COUNCIL MINUTES OF August 8, 2011  

  Condensed from Jan Perezôs minutes 

 

¶ Treasurer, John Perry, is waiting for final bill from Mustang Construc-

tion for expansion.  $2700 collected towards sign challenge.  
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¶ Landscaping team recommends removal of yews on Odenton side of church; to install 

suitable drainage system on that side and tie into the storm drain on Sarrento Ave.  

¶ Electronic sign to be a 16mm color sign which will be recommended to Votersô Assem-

bly.  

¶ Retirement recognition held for Viia Erwin on 9/18.  There is a waiting list for morning 

preschool and there are nine children in the afternoon class.  

¶ Pictures of former pastors and Jesus collage hung in former narthex by Ray Reichard.  

¶ Landscaping team has used only $1000 of the $1500 assigned for this purpose.  

¶ Beagle Rescue yard sale to be held by Menciks on October 8 in church parking lot.  

¶ New shed may be purchased to store planned purchase of tables and chairs by Auxil-

iary.  Placement will be coordinated with Church Properties and Pre -K.  

¶ Rally Day Picnic was success.  

¶ New Elder will be Chuck Nelson.  

 

ALWAYS REFORMING  

  By Heidi Mann  

 

The Latin phrase Ecclesia semper reformanda est means ñThe church is 

always reformingò; implied is ñAnd thatôs good!ò  

 

Ongoing change and growth are important for individuals, too, but for many of us, change 

is hard.  Use this prayer poem to embrace positive change, safe in the arms of our un-

changing God.  

 

   Cradle to grave -  

   How shall my life flow?  

   Always the same,  

   Never daring to grow?  Since  

   God is the same, always faithful and near,  

   I ôm free to move forward in spite of my fear.  So é 

   Naming the Lord as my Power through strife, I  

   Go forth braving newness ðin faith and in life!  

 

PRE - K NEWS  

  By Liz Meyer  

 

September has flown by and we are in October, already. We will be learning about the 

many animals that live on farms and how they contribute to our lives. The four year old 

class will have fun visiting Green Meadows Farm in Jessup. We are learning what the let-

ters H, O, and P looked like and their sound. We will be looking for rectangles, things that 

come in 3ôs, and orange and black items will fill the room. We also have pretty leaves on 

our bulletin board to remind us that our season is autumn and the leaves are getting ready 

to fall. We will be making butter and pumpkin bread to show the children how things can 

change consistency and give them experiences with measuring. Most of the children have 

been very willing to try new things and I am very hopeful that most of our 

students will try them and be happily surprised by liking them.  

 

After we learn about the farm animals, we will have fun cleaning out a class 

pumpkin to make a Jackô oôlantern and learning about safety during Hallow-
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een. If you have the opportunity to look around our room, you will see that we have plenty 

of pumpkins. Then, at the end of the month, we will have our Halloween parades and par-

ties.  

 

OKTOBERFEST  

  By Jean McHenry  

 

Our church will hold an Oktoberfest on Saturday, 1 October, from 4 -7 

pm.   The buffet style meal will include roast pig, sauerkraut, kielbasa, 

German potato salad, green beans, applesauce, rolls and des-

sert.   Tickets will be available at the door.   Adults -  $12.00, Children 6 -

12 years -  $6.00, Children under 6 ï Free.   Carry out dinners are avail-

able.    Weôre asking for the cooks in our congregation to help the auxil-

iary make desserts since we have so few members.  Weôll play appro-

priate German music throughout the meal for your enjoyment.    Pro-

ceeds from the meal will be used towards purchasing an electronic 

church sign.   Come and enjoy the fellowship!   Contact the church at 410 -672 -3352 with 

questions.  

 

EYES ON GOD  

  By Kari Myers  

 

The move to our new home was very stressful on our puppy.  As we sold our furniture and 

boxed up our belongings, he became increasingly anxious.  When the big day came and 

the truck was packed, we took one last walk through the empty house.  Unable to compre-

hend what was happening, our anxious dog stayed right at our 

feet.  He could make no sense of his circumstances but trusted us 

to take care of him.  During that traumatic time, he never let us 

out of his sight.  

 

That reminds me of King Jehoshaphatôs prayer when a mighty enemy advanced against 

him and the situation was desperate.  Jehoshaphat prayed, ñWe do not know what to do, 

but our eyes are on youò (2 Chronicles 20:12, NRSV).  God came through for his people 

that day, and heôll come through for us, too, when all seems lost.  Just stick close and 

keep your eyes on him.  

 

ALTAR FLOWERS  

  By Jean McHenry  

 

During the month of October the following are purchasing flowers for a 

special occasion:  

 

 2ðDavid Pinckney, birthday       16ðDolores and Ben Saars, anniversary  

 9ðSteve and Jean Mencik, birthdays      23ðJean McHenry, grandchildrensô birthdays 

          30ð 

 

If you want to remember a special occasion with altar flowers, please write your name on 

the flower chart located on the bulletin board at the bottom of the sanctuary stairs (ground 

level) and place your $25 contribution in your offering envelope or use the special enve-

lopes near the flower chart.  You may pick up the flowers after the second service.  A 

member of the Altar Guild will help you with your flowers.  

 

 


